DAVID L. BENSON

GENERAL DATA:



Home Address: 

 45923 Coyote Lane

Burwell, NE 68823

Cell Phone:  402.366.1938

EDUCATION:



Ph.D.    Major:  Plant Breeding and Cytogenetics



              Iowa State University



              Ames, Iowa



              May 1991



B.S.      Major:  Agronomy with a Crop Production Option




University Of Nebraska




Lincoln, Nebraska




May 1988




President of UNL Agronomy club




Outstanding UNL Agronomy Senior in 1987

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 

July 1, 2001-Present


Self Employed


Benson Seed Research LLC


3605 N. Delaware Ave.


York, Ne.  68467


Owner and Research Director


Major Responsibilities

Develop world class corn and soybean testing, genetics and corn seed production business in the Great Plains states of Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Iowa, and Texas


Accomplishments

Benson Seed Research developed $250,000 in research business in its first year with 32 customers.  Great Plains Genetics LLC was started in 2004 with investor banking and the goal to develop commercial corn inbred lines and a world class corn genetics company before 2010.
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SEPTEMBER 1994-JUNE 30, 2001

Employer’s name: 


Pioneer Hybrid International


York, Ne.  68467


Position:


Research Scientist


Major Responsibilities:

Develop corn inbred lines and hybrid’s for the western regions of the United States and central and southern Europe


Coordinator for the 108 RM western pre commercial tests


Corn Rootworm trait champion


Insect Resistance Commercialization team member


Brittle Stalk team member


Gene Flow User team member


108 RM F1 selfing coordinator


108 RM Hawaii 3-step coordinator


108 RM western hybrid advancement coordinator


Major Accomplishments:


Identifying and mapping QTL’s for brittle snap resistance


Led effort to verify QTL effect by comparing artificial and natural data and its predictions

Led the York Research team in the development and deployment of an artificial brittle  


snap assay

Championed the use of the York artificial brittle stalk assay to characterize precommercial hybrids 


Early /Mid Maize trait champion for Corn Rootworm


Initiated a narrow row corn line development program in 1998

In 1996 and 1997 worked as a partner in a three member team to redesign and implement the current precommercial testing system

In 1997 coordinated the Cp108100, DP108B and the DP108-113-118RM west wide area tests

First test coordinator to utilize European locations

In 1998 coordinated the 108 RM western precommercial and the 113RM backcross tests

In 1997 York breeding programs advanced 17 hybrids to precommercial status

In 1998 York breeding programs advanced 20 hybrids to precommerical status

In 1999 York breeding programs advanced 17 hybrids to precommercial status

In 2000 the 108 west-breeding program advanced 17 hybrids to precommercial status

In 1997 30 precommercial hybrids contained one or more York inbreds
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In 1998 41 precommercial hybrids contained one or more York inbreds

In 1999 25 precommercial hybrids contained one or more York inbreds

In 2000 30 precommercial hybrids contained one or more inbreds developed in my program

Filed two hybrid and one inbred patent in 1998

Filed two hybrid patents and one inbred patent in 1999

Filed one hybrid and two inbred patents in 2000

Filed two hybrid patents and two inbred patents in 2001

In 2001 five hybrids are 33B50, 34B97, 33R77, 32R42, and 34F02 in Italy only.  Numerous other hybrids currently being marketed contain inbreds developed through the York Nebraska research program

Managed the station budget and 6 employees through the fall of 1997  

 Managed an additional corn breeding program from June 1998 until July 1999

1991 to 1994


Employer Name

Agrigenetics/Mycogen Plant Sciences


Worked at the Fremont, Iowa, Huxley, Iowa and York Nebraska locations


Position:

Corn Breeder/Research Station Manager


Major Responsibilities:

Develop and identify elite proprietary insect resistant inbred lines and hybrids for the 113 and 118 RM zones

Manage the station budget and five employees

Member of the Grain Quality Team

Member of the Insect Resistance Team

Member of Maize Dwarf Mosaic Virus Team

Major Accomplishments:

Promoted nine hybrids to experimental production in 1993

Reduced research costs 20% while increasing headcount and program size

Incorporated 2nd generation European Corn Borer Resistance into elite germplasm

Intiated and coordinated a Single Seed Descent breeding strategy utilizing the Puerto Rico tropical nursery to rapidly develop elite seed parent lines
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1975 to 1984

Employer Name:



Self employed farmer located at Elwood and Sutherland Nebraska


Company’s Business:
Farrow to finish hog operation, cattle feeding, and irrigated corn and alfalfa production

1986to 1992

Employer name:



United States Army National Guard-rose to rank of E-5

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS



American Society of Agronomy



Crop Science Society of America



Alpha Zeta



Gamma Sigma Delta

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT




Assistant Scoutmaster for eight years in Iowa and Nebraska



Cubmaster of Pack 172 in York Nebraska for 3 years



Member of York Youth Baseball Board



York Youth Baseball equipment manager and Pony League President



1996 Leadership York Graduate


Coach two youth baseball teams, a tournament basketball team, and a traveling soccer team
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PUBLICATIONS
1.  D. L. Benson and A. R. Hallauer.  1994.  Inbreeding depression rates before and after recurrent selection.  Journal of Heredity 85:  122-128.

2. D. L.  Benson. 1999. Selection for Brittle Snap Resistance in a line development program.  Proc 63rd Corn and Sorghum Research Conference, Chicago, IL 9-11 Dec. 1999.  ASTA, Washington D.C.  In press.

ABSTRACTS

1.  D. L. Benson.  A study of the effect of wind on Zea Maize growth.  1986.  Proceedings of the Nebraska Academy of Sciences.  Lincoln, NE.  p. 63.

2. D.L. Benson and M.A. Compton.  1988.  Effect of time on callus on isozyme profiles on maize inbred lines.  Proceedings of the Nebraska Academy of Sciences.  Lincoln, NE.  p.4.

3. D.L. Benson and A. R. Hallauer.  1990.   Inbreeding depression rates in maize populations and undergoing recurrent selection.  1990.   Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Sciences.  Des Moines, Iowa.

4.  D.L. Benson and A.R. Hallauer.  1990.  Inbreeding depression rates for six synthetic populations of maize.  Agron. Abstr. American Society of Agronomy, Madison, WI.  P. 80

5.  D.L. Benson and A.R. Hallauer. 1991.  Inbreeding depression rates for six synthetic populations of maize.  Abstr. North Central Region-167 Meeting.  Rosemont, IL P.3.

6. D.L. Benson and A.R. Hallauer.  1993.  Inbreeding depression in maize populations before and after recurrent selection.  Agron. Abstr.  American Society of Agronomy, Madison, WI.  P. 82.

7. D.L. Benson. 1999.  What Do We Know About Quantitative Trait Loci for Brittle Snap Resistance in Elite Pedigrees?  Agron. Abstr.  American Society of Agronomy, Madison, WI. P. 243.

SYMPOSIUM OR PROCEEDINGS, INVITED

1.  Benson, D.L.  1998.  Selection for brittle snap resistance in a line development program.   Proc 53rd Corn and Sorghum Research Conference, Chicago, IL.  9-11 Dec. 1998.  ASTA, Washington, D.C.
